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4 < Differences betveen;ﬂelinquency'in the U.S. and the
0.S.S.R.\are reviewed, Soviet delinquency'pregzpiion provisions are
described, a threefold approach of treatment for delinguency used
both in the U.3>=.and U.S.S.R. is explained. It is noted that in the
Sovi=t Union there is a much greater eaphasis on the medical model as
an approach to the. problem of delinquency than is pra2sently founi in
the U.S., but that many methods found to work well with delinquents
in the Soviet Onion also work well in the U.S. (SBH)
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The gg_eat. _rajor"qtyof‘c‘lelihquents-iﬁ t}1e U.S.'S.'R.‘ a'fe_ guilt){ of "hoohganism"

- exnmpl s of hooli'gaxiism for‘ those undér.18 years of agia would be n'ot pa‘ying-the o

subway fare flghtmg, or, most comnonly, drmkmg 11quor°. Delmquent act1v1ty '

in the Soviet Union differs from dglmquency in the U S.- in that’ “Soviet " delmquents

engage in fewer crimés. of v101ence and they are more frequently alcohol abusers

'I'here used to exist a legxslat;\fe lacuna for youngsters beween the ages of- 16 and

18 - who were neithér requlred to attend school not to work; thls ga.p seems to

have been closed in recent‘ years ' but over 80 percent of mstltutlonahzed ,' | ‘.

-~

delmquents prior- to the early 1970’5 were between e ages of 16 and 18 (Astemiro\{_,
1969). 'I‘he U.8.S.R. does not have -a centrahzed collectlon bureau for crime .- .-
' statlstlcs and the effect of recent leglslatlon 1s always d1ff1cu1t to evalu‘ate. :
Some studles in. the U S.S. R. have- estma'oed that morevﬂ% half. of | o
inst1tut10nal1zed delmquent youth were convicted of alcohol abuse ('"We continue.
the dJ.scusslon of free time: Amse me,” Nedelya, No 44, 1965 transl. CDSP 4 _
Decenber 8, 1965). By comparison, the most Erequent reason for Juvemle «_'
,< - ’ adjudlcatlon in the U. S is theft for boys ahd running away from home for g1rls.
: Adolescent male delmquency in ‘the U.S. might be said to be coxmonly characterlzed

| by protest agamst percelved deprlvatlon in the area of consumer goods ,

o

o Relatlvely few ccu&sxmrer goods are avallable in the U.S.S.R., by conq)arlson, and’

the Soviets tend to have low expectatlons ‘for the attainment of consumer goods
Thus, délmquem:y in the U S.S.R. marbe geared towards escape from the present
ntuati.on. waever, delmquents seem to be dehghted with creatmg excitement

in both the U S,S. R (Hollander, 1969) and in the U. S. (M".rhell 1966; Thorne,

Iﬁl;‘gWeiner, 1970 Zuckerman & Lmk, 1968). It has been suggested that Sov1et
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1y ore inhibit‘ed and coni:erned about extemal controls than

Many viet youth complam of "boredom '~ Life in the Soviet Union does. tend-" /
b and few opportunltles for exc1tement exlst. Youth in the U. S. S Ro )

N ; seem 'so desperatZ for consumer goods that they are found waltmg at tounst bus /

stops i suh-z7 cold t° exchange flft)' ce'nt mﬁdalllons for one p1ece of . "..

'kheri : g\m. Even waitkTs in what were descrlbed to us as belng the fmest -
res ants were amuous to exchange medalllons for gum though they blusN
“each/exchan vge.,;”" e S A , f'

P

Anbng the anti-boredom prov151ons found in the Sov1et Union one- might mclude
the Young Pioneer Houses = which. prov1de after school and hol:.day act1v1t1es
for students. 'I‘he Pioneer Houses somewhat reSemble the scouting org‘amzatlons ‘:‘

m the U S., except that they are more mtegrated in thesodml fabrlc of. that

/

country and provide dependable after sdhool act1v1t1es for youngsters whose -

. ﬁparents may be working after school hours. Yhe Pioneer Houses employ
) i professmnally trained persons and frequently counsel parents in appropr1ate
. ! parentmg skills (there are also numerous te1ev151on progﬁms which attempt to

) "f

w |

- ¢

teach parentmg skills). - o e : -’"3‘5'"

&
e " it is‘generally acknowledged that delmqtér\t act1V1t}’ USU311Y occurs during

<, 15
unstructured leisure time. The youth of the U. S S R.: ha’ve wery }1tt1e ;
e '
mstructured lelsure time - wh1ch may 1n part account@ fog. the con51derab1y lower :

. rate of delmquency among .Soviet youth than ex15ts am " g Amencan youth In our
c Iy
! ‘visit to a technical school, wh1ch seemed to b atteh .,

.1.

pramnly by low SBS
mﬁm o '

ypungsters who were poorly clothed, s t 1mkempt c»and mny of whom had missing

teet.h we were told that the youngsters. attended school si days a week for four .

or f1ve hours' wh11e ‘also working two days a week for approxunately six hours.

-
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dehnquent 1n the 4. S ;ere somewhat smlaﬁ m\cﬂ\"‘U‘S S. R.““Of those Juvemles Ve
.. who ‘were arrested f'or hoohganlsm m the 1950's 68 percent had lost one or“‘*both .

of e1r parents ("Theoreucal conferenqe Ant1soc1a1 phenomena, the1r causes
and the means of combatmg thém " Kozmlm15t August 1966 transl. CDSP September ,
28 1966) : P *_ o | ; \ o _.\ |
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a ‘. . 'I‘hough it is vlrtually 1mposs1b1e for the visitor to know what prov:.smns

. Preventlon

are made for- delmquent and: Tre- delmquent youth in the hmterlands of the Sov1et
: o~ - ".Umorr the maJor c1t1es seem to have superior delmquency preventmn prov1s1ons %?
when compared to smular areas in .the U S. The prov1slon of de‘pendable and -
.'professmnally supemsed out of-sch001 act1v1t1es m the Ploneer Houses, wh1ch >
- generally 1nc1ude clasges in ballet mus1c, arts and crafts, anmal care, etc.
7for adolescents has already been descr1bed (mc1denta11y, the great maJorlty of "

/-
.the classes and act1v1t1es seem to be sexually segregated - at “the time of our

N
' visit only boys playéed chess and only girls took drawmg, etc
@ Add1t1ona11y, school administrators and teachers in. the Sov1et Umon are
encouraged as a matter of national pblicy, to see the school as the second »
family. When a youngster gets into trouble with the law, pOllCe notlfy both the
. school and the family. The mportance of the school as a famlly is said to be
one reason for the. establ1shment of .10 year schools - schools wh1ch chlldren mayl . |
attend for the durat1on of their school careers(/ Unfortunately, a seemmgly
v 'unrecognlzed s1de effect of the ten year schools seems to be greater class
strat1f1cat10n .For example, ‘the techmcal school vhich we v151ted was located
in a dJ,lap1dated nelghborhood where most of the res1dents are employed in tool
mnufacturmg plants Although we were told that students ‘attending th1s ten .
year school could decide to go to the un1versuy after graduatlon, the qua11ty of ‘

mstructmn and the general climate of this part1cu1ar school did not seem |

ol o 'conducive,to serious scholar_sh1p It could be assumed that a youngster who came
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m a poorly educated fam11y, 11ved 1n & poor ne1ghborhood and spent a1,1 of

.
+

hls er school career m th1s school would be handmavpped in academc ach1evement R

| ‘ > the goallof the most Tecent f1ve -year. plan in the U, S s. R. is that

seventy percent of the student body attend techmcal school - unhke the s1tuat1on-
] _1n the/U S., there is no attempt to pronde a liberal arts educatmn for as many

. students as’ pOSSJ.ble

 Vhen a student ders get into legal d1ff1cult1 5, many 'sdcial' forces are

brought to bear on that student'- m;ludmg censure from the trade union, from

. the school faculty, and from the student body i se1f sWhen younger ch11dren get

c (who are often re1mbursed by the courts)

1nto trouble,-the ch11d's fam11y is censured The parents of Juven11e de11nquents' .

- are often fined by the courts for damages

1ch were mcurred b’f the v1ct1ms | i
Employers often lecture their
emp oyees regardlng the need to be bett T parents. Chlldren who have a record of

gettmg mto trouble are: seen by c11n'cs - wh1ch keep ‘the ch11d's h1story on file. .

The c11n1cs work, witht both the’ chll and his family. The c11n1cs also prescr1be
the various types of medication witich- are also frequently used in the U.S. fo;

similar p‘r’oblems. Any adolescent who is apprehended by the pol1ce is sent to a
s 7
c11n1c for a med1cal md psyc 10g1ca1 evaluat1on There can be no court .

’proceedlngs unt11 the youngs/ er recelves a clean b111 of health from a doctor

/7 » The ub1qu1tous violence of U.S. te1ev1,s1on has been mphcated in the h1gh
R . "y
crime rates of the u.S.. - though emp1r1cal eV1dence of this supposition is' -

d1ff1cult to obtam Certamly, television prog;rams in the Soviet Union are’ very .
'd1fferent -from those in the U. S. - vmlence is never presented as en/ ertamment in-

. the u. \‘S/‘ S. R 'I'he SOV1et people are very war consc1ous and the hlstorles of’ the |

_Wor'*lars, in part1cu1ar, seem to assume a place of - pr1me mportance in the

instruction of e\rery school child at every prade leve1 Nevertheless, te1ev1$1on

-

prograrmnlng is seen. in ut111tar1an terms as a source of instruction rather than

as.a source of enterta\a".nment.»




ﬂ_“ ‘.‘.4 S ’
=5- e T

4\ o ‘:" '1“ ’ ‘ o " s
. : -

’v Children's telewsmn programs are defmltely of a low budget variety - ‘_
- frequently a narrator reads a ch1ldren s book and the T.V. camera focuses on the
SN ‘-plctures 1n the book When one of our group of v151tors queried some secondary
: school chlldren as to- eir favorlte *star," or. - radi : and/or telev10n personalrty, R
: it was clear that the- chlldren had no' concept of favor1te or famous ‘media S /
:_ personal-1t1es ‘Most youngsters d1d not/even seem to. have any favorl.te proéramé

Treatment for delm(Lencx L | : \ . S ,J \—/'

M -
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T Although the Sov1ets are. gravely conderned about what they consider to be

. excesswely h1gh reC1d1v1sm rates the1r rec1d1v1sm rates are env1ab1e 1n
VI toe /o e

. 'comparlson to those in the U.S. The rec1d1V1sm rate for adJud1cated Juvemles in |

i

]

i the U S..at present is about 70 percent - that is, about 70 percent of Juvemle |

N dellnquents will be conncted of another offense after release from a correctmnal

. N placement. In contrast, the rec1d1V1sm rate for adolescents in the U. S S:R. is
only about, l7 percent (Hmners, : 973)
Meade (1973) found that the ser1ousnes the first offense does not-_seexh

“to be related to recidivisin, but that subjectionoto a formal hearin‘g after a . X

" ./nor§er1ous first offense is pred1%t1ve of rec‘ldwlsm - smular findings have
: surfaced in the Soviet. Umon, “where those conv1cted of hoollgamsm/accotmt for.
. nearly all of those who are ‘rec1_d1v1sts (Himmers, 1973). Unfortunately, the
Soviiet researchgrs’ seem to":'be' .interpre&ng thls' as a protflem of msuffic1ently o
~ long’ correct1onal conflnement rather tha:n as a. problem of undes irable. labelmg,
_w1th its concomitant self-fulflllmg prophecy Lo - s
A threefold approach to delmquency wh1ch has been fa1rly successful in the
. U S "on those rare occasmr@ ,1t has been used mvolves mtenslve educat10na1 E
B remedlatlon,, group counselmg, and job trammg and placement (Gagne' , in press)
" This three fold'approach is %mch more commonly used in the Sov1et Umon In ‘ :
‘ addltlon, the adolescents in Soviet correctlonal faC1I1t1es exercise a type‘ h
.of self-govemance which is headed by those mmates who best represent the off1c1al

valu‘és G1ven the Very “influential effects of peer opmlons on 9e conduct of
| 6 N

S T E—



juvenile delinquents (Gagne' in press), 1t is to be expected that such a system
could be qu1te effectwe. Sov1et cori'ectmna} off:.cmls also allow mmates to |

‘ . eam better 11v1ng quarters and other prweledges (Astemirov, 1969) - agam, this
5 - is an approach whlch }m-proven hmghly effectlve in the U.S. (Gagne' in press).. }

Althpugh the closely kmt characterxstms of Sov1e socmty have fauhtateh
\, o

the 1mplementat:Lon of some ‘highly des1rable programs, the close commnucatmn

whlch is to be expected among orgamzatmns 1n a totalltanan soc1ety has also

« !
ﬁ resulted in undesuable effects for Juvemle.s W1th records of delmﬁuency )

,,,,,

,"%?,sonet employers are nearly always aware of the cr;.mmal records of the1r ‘
o ke employees and this knowledge seem to f1lter oyt to other employees with the resulc
that the ex-offender develops negat1ve feelmws owards h1mself and towards the ‘

terpnse 1n which he is placed - it is not unus' )

N for such yomgsters to be .
drunmed out of their placement by the1r employers, who don’ t want troublemakers
around (Bluvshetein § Motskav1ch1us, 1960) - “ o o f?' .
. One very unusual treatment for delmquency was mentmned to the author by
persons at the, Instltute of Defectology. It was ment1oned that d1aly51s is
sometunes 1nd1cated in ’\treatmg delmquencg and similar behavzloz;5 problems 'l"us

v

o ‘emphasm on purifying the blood is certamly not to be found i

would almost seem to'be a carryover from med1eva1 days Sur\l SUg

1s not only proh1b1t1vely expenswe hut it must.also be agonizingly fr1ghtenmg

to the healthy adolescent. - The Sov1ets want to avo1d any 1mp11cat10n that the

. . soc:.dl system mght be’ respon51ble for: Juven11es' dev1ant behaviors and th:.s zl( &
. D .
1t mpez‘atwe that the md1v1dua1 or hlS famly be fo’und totally respon51ble N

Kdelmquent acts. Of coursE the approaqh*ﬁhxch best av01ds mphcatmg the social

- .'J..':. ™ g ¥
system is the medacalaapp ach.. .??4.*1’ ,‘,M B - -;.‘,‘ _

, | M . Lo -‘:' " '. .?3.“«":?-":-"5 0 L _ |
‘ S In a visit to the Soviet Won, he ﬁut%oer' found a much greater enmha51s on .
the medj al model ag an approach to the problem of delmquency than 1s presently
found in the U S The social structure and cultural att1tudes found in the Sov1et

9 . Umon are so d1fferent f those found in the U.S that d1rect appl1cat1on of
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the ﬁndings from ~one country to problems found m the other country are very -

X : nearly imposslble. Nevertheless, many of the methods whlch have beerrfoxmd to
o work well w:.th juvenile delmquents in the Soviet Umon have glso been found to -
". | ,; work well in the Umted States. o .-,-i S S |
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